


From the Editor’s Desk...............

The world is focusing on new methods to vain straw its disabled population. One such
effort is towards new researchers and advance technology to bring people with disability
on the same footing with the non-disability. In chapter 1 you can read about the largest
auditory research center set up in the United Kingdom to carry out research on disorders
of hearing and balance.

Chapter 2 opens our eyes to the compulsory and political equations that have emerged
to complicate the polio scenario in West Bengal.

Assistive devices are opening up an entirely new world by enabling disabled individual
brake all barriers. In chapter 3 and 4 you will get to know about motorised wheel chairs
and communicating devises for the next generation.

Networking people with disabilities is emerging as an effort, which will not only
strengthen individuals but the movement as a whole.

Disability has never deterred their determination nor diluted their talents; Shakti Swaruga
Bir, Prakash Behera, Purnna Chandra Das, Kalpana Barik, Mahe-zabeen Jahan were the
disabled scholars who got this year’s Anjali Scholarship. The felicitation ceremony was
held in an emphatic ambience at Red Cross Bhawan on 14th May 2003. The Lady
Governor Smt. Sushila Rajendran graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. It was presided
over by President of Swabhiman Ms. Nivedita Scudder.

The ministry of health has set up 2005 as deadline of polio irradiation - That the Gowt.
is committed is evident from the fact that apart from immunization campaigns enabling
famous people it is also roping in parliamentarians in its programme. Along with it the
Government of Orissa has set target to eradicate leprosy also by 2005 thus creating a
occasion for double celebration.

Read more about people who have gone beyond their disabilities to create an indentity
of their own. Prof. Bauri Bandhu Sethi - Working as the Chief of Sitar Department of
Utkal Sangeet Mahabidyalaya, Ananda Sahu - owning a telephone booth, Vinod Kumar
Bansal employed as an engineer with JK Industries, Hugh Herr-an expert climber.

Hope you enjoy this issue as you have done all the previous ones.
With Regards
Yo
rutt Mohapatra)
Editor, Blue file

Secretary General
Swabhiman



Blue file

Fromthe Editor’s Desk

Acknowledgmenty

Subscription Formv

Chapter

Contenty

Global Newy & New Researchv

Types of Disabilities/Diseases Causing

Disability/M tud
Aidsy and Appliances

Accesy

tducationw

Sporty and Adventure

Special Programumes
Awarenessy and Sevsitization
Government Initiatives

Issues of Apathy and Exploitation
Succesy Storiey

AIDS

Cowrt Rulings

Volume -2, Issue-2
April, May, June - 2003

Page no:

1-4
5-8

10-12
13-15

16
17-22

22
23-24

25
26-28
29-30
31-32



Global News & New Research

A ROBOT for old or disabled §
people to literally give them a helping § %
hand with fetching and carrying, has
heen awarded a development grant from

a United Kingdom science group,
backed by the govermment. The money
will pay for a full prototype of the machine
- a high-tech artificial hand and arm on a mobile
base that can be taught to navigate its way around a
person’s home.

The robot — from the Shadow Robot Company based in London
~ is being designed to bring a glass of water or pass a tissue or
towel to someone unable to reach for one. Besides this, because
the design closely mirrors a human limb, people could even ask
it to scratch their backs, its creators say!

Fittad with a vision system and artificial intelligence, over a time,
it will be able to learn more complicated tasks such as basic
cocking and cleaning and restoring privacy to thousands who
dislike relying on home helps.

The Shadow Robot Company has been awarded 75,000 pounds
sterling to turn its fledgling robot into a fully working prototype.
At the moment, it is at an early stage in the company’s London
workshop.

The funding is from the National
Endowment for Science,
Technology and the Arts
(NESTA), a group set up in 1998
by the government, with 200
miliion pounds sterling from the
National Lottery to promote
innovation. Since May 2000,
NESTA has given out more than
17 million pounds in 250 awards.
Driven by air-powered artificial
muicles, the Shadow hand and §
arm have as many degrees of
movement as their human equivalents, making them among the
most advanced robot limbs in the world. _

To begin with, a user with a remote control would teach the robot
to perform simple tasks which it would later do automatically.

Succes & ABILITY

“The robot will help with the little things that most
people take for granted. Getting a robot to bring
you a glass of water may sound like using a
sledgehammer to crack a nut but it's only the
first step. We will go on Lo something more
complex, like making and bringing a
cup of tea, then a whole meal and
so on.”

One of  the robot’s
designers. Mark Worsdall - who
is a wheelchair user with spinal
muscular atrophy - added: “A robot can be available 24 hours
a day and will not give you that ‘hovered over’ feeling from a
carer. You wouldn't need to keep saying ‘please’ and ‘thank
you’, so it gives a lot more dignity and privacy.”

“The award will enable us to demonstrate the feasibility of
constructing a first working prototype of the assistive device.
This will be a robot with hands similar to the hands of a human,
with the potential of performing a range of tasks in the
household. The award will also fund the background
development of the next stage of such a project, bringing the
device to the market. The award has a maximum duration of 18
months. We expect to be
¥ demonstrating prototypes before
that point,” says Richard Greenhill
founder of the Shadow company.

“At present, there are two million
people in the United Kingdom who
receive disability living allowances,
and 1.25 million who receive
attendance allowances. This care
allowance can never cover the full
requirements of a person. We hope
that the development of robot-
assistive technology can provide
some of these people with a
significant increase in the quality and dignity of their lives,”
said Richard Greenhill. For more details: Web:
www.shadow.org.uk

Source : London Press Service
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Global News & New Research

sign language, and computer-generated speech.

New Doors of CommuRiCation i i s oo st sevrt o+

for the Hearing Impaired

nteractive Solutions, Inc. (ISI), a subsidiary of

Teltronics, Inc, USA, leaders in the mobile computing
industry, have developed a breakthrough product, offering
the MentisSoft(r) Communicator(m) system. The
Communicator system, on which ISI has a pending patent
the hearing world and a hearing-impaired or profoundly deaf
person. This multi-sensory device improves comprehension
of spoken language and teaches reading, speech skills and
sign language. This could improve the quality of life for
millions of people with hearing impairment.

word.

On an average, a deaf child leaves the school system
at a sixth grade reading level. Statistically, over 90% of the
families of hearing impaired persons do not understand
sign language. The Communicator system will help bridge
this gap by allowing hearing parents to communicate
directly with their deaf child. Other applications for the
Communicator system include its use in medical facilities,
emergency service vehicles, and government facilities.
“For the first time in history, a computer is opening new
doors to communication between the severe or profoundly
hearing-impaired and the hearing world,” said Dr. Herbert
Silverstein, MD, FACS, President and Founder of the Ear
Research Foundation of Sarasota. For more details visit

the website : www.teachthedeaf.com
Contributed by Vikash Agarwal

The Communicator system converts speech into multiple
streams of data for simultaneous presentation of text, video-

More on the Jaipur Limbs

he Artificial Limb Research Centre, Kasturba Hospital, at Gandhigram in Tamilnadu makes

artificial limb with rubber material produced by TVS Rubber factory and sells them at prices

affordable by the poorer sections of society. It is thus that a number of amputees, belonging
to the lower income group, have been able to resume their professions. This has been developed
with the help of Dr. Sethi of Jaipur who invented the rubber foot pieces. Till Jaipur foot was
introduced in 1970, only a Western model of limb was available. This needed a westren way of
life-sitting on a chair-using a Western model toilet, etc., which nobody in rural India or the lower
middle classes could use. The new design developed by Dr. P.K.Sethi has not only taken into
account the functional demands of floor sitting and barefoot walking culture of the majority of our
pollution but has also added new dimensions to a much more flexible foot piece, with more freedom
of movement than is currently available in any prosthetic foot anywhere in the world. The fact that
it has a cosmetic appeal of resembling a natural foot and is resistant to water as well as the rugged
terrain of our countryside, is an additional bonus.

Funds provided by M/S Foundacion Here of Spain have helped to give an infrastructure to produce
a large number of foot pieces of standard quality. Prices vary from Rs. 380 to Rs. 450 for different
sizes. Adapter attachments can be made to order at additional rates. The amputee is required
to stay for a week or two for gait training depending upon the patient’s general condition. Patients

are admitted for fixation of artificial limb only after 90 days from amputation.

Succes & ABILITY
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Global News & New Research

hearing to the deaf and to prevent deafness in those at risk. Loss of
hearing affects hundreds of millions across the globe - making it the
second most common disability.

3 NEW centre for auditory research will now have a mission to restore

The Centre — the largest auditory research centre in the UK and founded by
University College London (UCL) - will carry out latest collaborative research
into disorders of hearing and balance. It is being funded by an award of nine
willion pounds sterling from the Wellcome Trust. Based next to the Royal
National Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital in London, the Centre will work
closely with the hospital, enabling fast and easy transfer of research into
clinical practice.

Bringing together for the first time, a group of the UK s best auditory rescarch
teams. the Centre aims to take a fully interdisciplinary approach to try and
understand exactly how the car works and how it goes wrong. The approaches
used will be molecular, genetic, neuroscientific, biophysical and
psychophysical -- studying the auditory system as a whole from the molecular
level up to the functioning of the auditory neural system as a whole.

Professor Andrew Forge of UCL says: “We really think this new centre will
be able to make a big difference to people with hearing problems. Our mission
is to try and understand the ear from every angle — the molecular, the
mechanical — and how everything fits together. There’s a good chance that
in the near future we could begin to restore hearing to the deaf and to
peventitin those who are at risk.” For more details; E-mail: d.reid @ucLac.uk
Vieb: www.ucl.ac.uk/

Source : London Press Service
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he Ministry of Education,

Botswana, Africa, has been

advised to introduce sign
language in primary school curriculum
to facilitate learning to children with
hearing impairment. This was in
response 1o a complaint made recently
by Segale Mongale, .the head of
Ramotswa Centre for Deaf in
Ramotswa, that children with hearing
impairment always lagged behind in
learning because of the exclusion of
sign language from the curriculum.

Mongale also suggested that the
lessons that are now broadcast over
the radio be converted to video format.
This would enable teachers to spread
awareness on HIV and AIDS to hearing
impaired students, he said. He also
advised parents of children with
hearing impairment to learn sign
language in order to help their children
with their studies.

Ramotswa Centre for the Deaf has 106
pupils and intends to admit more
students in future following the
completion of its hostels.

Source :Botswana Press Agency
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THE "HRIGY' ROBGT

typa of robot
primarily
designad 1o

give people  with
disabilitias® much
mors independences in
their daily fives, could
becomea a reality inthe
near future

Developed by experts

in the United
Kingdom, the |
prototype  robotic |

system Flexibot (the
arm-like davice
plugged to the wall
picturad above) has
buen designed to
perform tasks such as
preparing and cooking
food, washing and
drying dishes, and

vacuuming floors. it
can even shave its
owner's face which is
baing demonstrated by Professor Mike
Topping, the leader of the Flexibot
develcpment team.

Unlike other robots this one does not
have a body that trundles around taking
up floor space but instead — looking like
a long, multi-jointed arm — it moves,
caterpillar-like, around the walls or
cailings, clamping itself to series to
prearranged, interconnected portals

Each flexibot arm has a four-pronged
Aripper at each end that acts both as
manipulators and as an electric plug.
Either end of the arm can plug into the
power supply via a wall socket The

Succes & ABILITY

Shaving can be fun with Flexibor

arm, which Is uniquely able to adjust
its length autornatically, can move by
stretching a free end to the next socket
and plugging itself in before pulling its
other end out of the wall. The free end
flips around to the next socket, and
the arm crawls its way along the wall,
socket by socket.

Professor Topping is a director of the
company Rehab Robotics, and has
been committed to this field of
research for the past 15 years. He and
his team havae also developed another
machine called Handy 1, an
acknowledged world-leader which has
changed the lives of soma of its users.

One of them is
Stephanie O'Connall
who has cerebral
palsy. She said: ~I
would be lost without
il. lt allows me to feed
mysself and it helps
me with such things
as make-up, drawing
and playing games.”

Flexibot takes the
idea incorporated in
Handy | further, and

| uses  space-age
technology to help
the disabled.

Professor Topping
came up with the
idea for Flexibot
when he was trying
to extend the
capabilities of Handy
1. He was searching
for a new type of arm
that could moaove
about the house doing jobs that would
not normally be within sasy reach of
someone in a whealchair, such as
washing dishes or changing a
lightbulb.

Professor Topping has filed a patent on
the systern and hopes to have a working
prototype by the end of 2001, He does
not believe that scientists have realised
tha full potential of robotic technology
but considers that the Flexibot system
will provide a breakthrough.
E-mail: LK.Smith@staffs.ac.uk
Website: www.staffs ac.uk

Michael Boyd, LPS
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#

sow SCHIZOPHRENIA GENES are iaenciries

components of schizophrenia has been made by

a United Kingdom medical team that has identified
two genes lhat contribute 1o the development of the
disease

FRESH understanding of the underlying

This remarkable discovery was achieved afler three
decades of the study of a family by psychiatrists at he
Royal Edinburgh Hospital, Scolland and researchers at
the Medical Research Council Human Genetics Unit in
Edinburgh, who found that most of the afflicted family
members share two damaged genes located on the first
chromosome of a human's 23 pairs.

Team loader Professor David Porteous, now of the
University of Edinburgh, has named them the Disrupted-
in-Schizophrenia (Disc) 1 and 2, after he found that half of
the family with the damaged gene developed
schizophrenia. Although other parts of the genome have
been identified by the other researchers as being
connecied to the development of the disease, this is the
first time a specific gene has been pinpointed.

Schizophrenia is a serious and debilitaling disease
affecting about one per cent of the population worldwide.
Even hefore this breakthrough there was compeliing
evidence from a variety of sources — such as family, twin
and adoption studies ~ to sugges! that there was a
significant genetic basis lo the disease. There have been
a number of searches directed at the identification of the
genetic component involved using methods that include
linkage analysis, association studies of possible
candidate genes and mapping of inherited abnormalilies
in psychiatric patients.

“There is now an abundance of evidence pointing lo
genes being involved in increasing the risk of
schizophrenia,” said Professor Porteous, whose research
has been published in the journal Human Molecular
Gonetics. “But these genes seem 1o be particularly
important in this family with a high level of psychiatric
iliness.” )

Succes & ABILITY

With their hypothesis that inheritance was the cause of
the disease through a direct disruption of the gene, team
members originally looked at chromosome 11. Here, they
found a dearth of genes and it was felt very unlikely that
the expression of any genes on this chromosome has
been affected by inheritance. In contrast, the
corresponding region on chromosome 1 is gene-dense
and here the researchers found the two new genes that
are directly disrupted by inheritance.

Disc 1 encodes a large protein with no signiticant
sequence relationship with other known proteins.
However, it is believed thal there are aspects of it thal
might have the potential 1o interact with as-yet-unidentified
proteins. Similar structures are thought fo be present in a
variety of unrelated proteins that are known to function in
the nervous system. On the other hand, Disc 2 specifies
a non-coding ribonucleic acid (RNA) molocule embodded
within and read in the opposite direction to Disc 1. This is
an arrangoment thal has previously beer ohsarved at
other locations where it is thought that such RNA is
involved in regulating the expression of the opposing gene.
Taken together this data indicates thal Disc 1 and 2 should
be considered as possible candidate genes that cause
schizophrenia.

Professor Porteous said that there was irrefutable
evidence thal more than two genes were involved in
schizophrenia. “What we don't know at the moment is
whether we are looking for five or six genes, or 50 or 60,"
he explained.

lan Harper, of the National Schizophrenia Fellowship in
Scolland, said that “There have been several claims of
genetic developments before but this appears to be very
sound research. We welcome any progress in the
understanding of the disease but we will have o wait and
see if it can improve treatment.”

E-mail: david.porteous @ ed.ac.uk

Paul Shepherd, London Press Service
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Does Sushma Swaraj know...

Bengal suburb
has .highest
density of polio

By Aditya Ghosh
Times NEwS NETWORK

Baneshwarpur (South 24-
Parganas): Magrahat is
barely 20 km from Kolkata.
But it has the dubieus dis-
tinction of having the high-
est density of polio cases in
the country. This year, six
cases have been reported so
fur from Magrahat T and U0
blocks. The South 24-Par-
ganas district, too, is one of
the worst affected in the
country with 13 polio cases
recorded this year.

The reason for the high
incidence of the disease is
not hard to see. Magrahat I
has only one block primary
health centre at Banesh-
vzarpur, for a population of
2.28 lakh. The nearest hos-
pital ig 25 km away in Dia-
riwond Harbour. All the
taree cases of Magrahat Il
are from Mollarchak with a
population over 12,000,
which does not even have a
health sub-centre.

Ali Akbar, a villager, is
prepared to risk his chil-
cren’s health, but will not
allow officials to administer
polio vaccine to them. “One
of my children has scales
on his skin while another
developed a lesion in the

- forearm after injection of
the vaccine. My relative’s
son had high fever after one
dose and died. How can | al-
low my children to be given
polio drops after this?" he
said.

Over 1,000 children in the
two blocks have received

less than three doses of po-
lio vaccine. Those withouta
single dose number 278 and
86 in Magrahat I and II re-
spectively These two blocks
have about 60,000 children
under five.

“For the last couple of
years, complacency has
crept in since no polio case
was recorded.” admitted
BDO Achintya Kumar Mon-
dol. State health secretary
Asim Burman, too, said,
“We lost momentum just af-
ter 2001 when only one case
was detected.”

Magrahat has been gri-
pped by one controversy af-
ter anot-her. One polio vic-
tim, Khateja Khatoon,
daughter of Nasir Laskar of
Amtoli village, has been
buried. She died just four
days after testing positive
for polio early this year.

A section of doctors say
the virus in her buried body
might remain potent and
mutate later to become vir-
ulent. The fear has led the
minorities in Magrahat [ to
panic further.

Politicians exploit minor-
ity sentiments, complicat-
ing things. The recent pan-
chayat polls have hindered
the polio eradication pro-
gramme in the state, admit
the authorities. A stigma
has developed. “Health
workers told me [ would
face social boycott as I have
a polio-affected daughter,”
said Tajuddin Molla, who
changed his daughter's
name after she was detected
with polio.

The Dharitri; 23rd-May 2003,
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By DR SHASIDHAR ACHARYA

£¢ 118 tooth paste contains fuo
ride!™; “Fluoride lor long last-
ing protection!”

Our generation has been constantly
hombarded with such messages by the
mass media. So much so, that it has
become fashionable ta talk about fluo-
rides But how many of us really know
about fuoride and its effocts?

Fluarine with atamic number 8, Is the
most reactive clament in the Nature, je.,
it has the ability to form a compound
with almost every viher element. Due 1o
this property, it rarely exists in its pure
form, but is always fonnd ax a compound,
Itke fluoride.

Flueride chiefly acours us
Fluorvspar, Fluorapatite Hr
Cryolite In the varth's crust
1t is present in frosh sea
water, vegetables, blood and
milk. Food ke dried fish and
salmon, tea leaves. and
furneric are a good souree of
fuoride,

However, the main source
af fuoride for the human
body is drinking warer and to
a lesser extent fluoride tooth
paste. A WHO expert eomimit
tee an trace elements and
human health has included
Fuorine n e list of 14 de
ewnts recognised to be physi

Types of Disabilities/Diseases Causing
Disability/ Magnitude

The New Indian Express; 29thvAprial

Indlia and 15 states are offi
cially classified ns etdemic

high flueride ar The
probiem of acute t ity
caused by Lhe inges: of
fuoride products like tooth

prastes, mouth rinses s alse
of real concern. SYIptoms
of acute toxicity include,
gastric, intestinal pain due
10 irritation, nauses, vomil
ing. gnstro-intestinal bleed
ng causing .m.u‘nuu ﬁ"uas
failure, pxcessive
muenus discha
ache cold and wet skin

alogically essential for the
normal development and growth of
hwnan belngs

Fluaride tends ta seek out and deposit
itself in calcified and calcifying struc-
tures like bones and testh. It is this prop-
erty which is responsible for both the
good and bad effects of Auoride.

The Good Effects

Numerous studies over the last 50
years have conclusively proved that fluo-
sides do indeed reduce dental decay.

The enamel oo the teeth 15 nude up of
A mineral cailed hydroxvapatite
Fluaride gets incarporated into this min:
eral by replacing certain fons and makes
the enamel resistant w acld attack It
inhibits certain enzymes which are
easential for the survival of cavity caus
ing bactenia, Fluoride also reduces the
surfane envrggy of the wioth, thereby mak

ing the tooth surface “slippery for bacte
via o hold o i

The Bad Effects

You might have heard the saving
“Too much 18 too bad” and the sane
unfortunately holds triw for fuoride. The
e effects of fuoride have more shautl
cance than the good effects in India, This
15 bevause wo much of flucride can cause
mild to severe dental and skeletal fluore
sis. Denial Ruorosis manifests as hrown.
ish discalouration or pitted and rough
surface of the teoth. Skeletal Suorosis is
a much mure serfous problem charac-
terised by <evere bone deformities, brittle
nones susceptible (o fractures, curvixl
spine, ealcification of tendons, loss of
plasticity in the bone Joints, and ulti-
mately shortened life span.

Fluorosts ia a pressing problem in

convalsions Shock
and death mav follow if emergency medi
cal attention 18 rud provided,

Children, sspevially very young anes,
are #1 A grester Pisk due 1o acute fenicin
To prevem this fueride 1outh |mn1¢n
mouth rinses amd other fiuoride o
ing agents shotdd be Kept out of l‘\ni
dren's peach. i your child wecidentally
consignes large amstits ol toath peste
or any other fivaride containing agent
vomiting shaaiid he induced mmerdistely,
and lots of mitk or other caleiumerich
hind shonld be piven as a firstad befors
mtical nttention ix provided.

De-fuaridation of public water sup-
plies where fluoride level s high hius 10
be done to provent dental and skeletal Tl
orosis. Al sald and dore, any amewm of
flugride cannot replace the nexi [or the
maintenance of gokd oral hygione and
diet control. So don't reach el for thiu
bos of chocolates ust vet!

SWABHIMAN - Bule file
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‘Mental patients get little concern’

Express News SErRvICE

Bhubaneswar, April 18: India accounts for a lar-
ge number of mental patients, but the Government
has shown little concern towards the issue. Most
of the mental patients are having an animal-like
existence in an ‘insensitive society, opined
speakers and participants at a seminar hosted
here on Friday by the Kolkata-based NGO Sevak
that has been working for the cause of mental pat-
jients with an emphasis on human rights. It has de-
veloped a mental health manual for the use of corr-
ectional and custodial institutions in India.

Sharing his findings as a special rapporteur
from the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), Chaman Lal, who has been visiting men-
tal hospitals and jails throughout the country, stat-
ed that about 15 percent of the country’s populat-
ion are affected by mild mental diseases while one
percent suffer from severe mental aliments. Howe-
ver, there are only 37 government mental hospit-
als in India with less than 10,000 beds, he pointed
out.

While hospitals have literally become prisons

Succes & ABILITY

for mental patients. the jails have beén like hell
too. “There is lack of human touch which makes
lives of about 40 percent inmates pathetic,” he
said. Most districts don’t even have psychiatric
specialists to cater to the needs of these suffering
inmates, he revealed.

NHRC member and former director general of
police A.B.Tripathy, observed that the jails in the
State have a substantial number of mental patie-
nts but the facilities are abysmally poor. The
Rourkela jail that houses the largest number of
mental patients does not have a psychiatrist, he
pointed out.

Utkal University vice chancellor Prof Pandav
Nayak said the State neither has a Mental Health
Act nor any authority to deal with the issue. For-
mer chief justice of India and former NHRC chair-
person Ranganath Mishra, who released the men-
tal health manual, said the society does not treat
the mentally ill as a part of it and hence a human
approach to the issue is the need of the hour. This
is a human rights issue, he admitted and sugges-
ted for a comprehensive strategy to sensitise the
societly, government and other agencies involved.
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Aids and Appliances

OPAL IS A COMMUNICATION DEVICE ' B
THAT HELPS PEOPLE WHO CANNOT ¢
SPEAK, THROUGH A COMBINATION

OF PICTORIAL IMAGES AND
LATEST TECHNOLOGY.

-

UNICATE

OPAL is & communication device that helps
people who cannot speak by using &
combination of meaningful pictorial images and
the latest technology. It enables an individual
to speak quickly and easily with others.
Whether itis used by a chiki with cerebral palsy
or a speech impaired person or an adult who
has suffered brain trauma, OPAL can piay an
integral part in breaking the silence.
This attractive, digital recorder/play back uni
e a ] has enough recording time for 60 brief
messages such as “Good Moming”, “l want to go to the playground”, It can be recorded
in any language with the appropriate male/female child or adult voices, And it can be re-
recorded quickly and easily whenever needed.
FEATURES ‘
NO LANGUAGE BARRIERS )
Because the recording feature allows the recording any voice (man, woman, of child), it
will naturally record in any language.
OPAL V. 2.3, the handheld device, offers the user options of storing 60 messages, 15
each in four levels. Each key can record a message of four seconds. The useris able to
operate a single switch with scanning function, and has complete access fo any message
stored at any level. It uses high capacity nickel-cadmium batteries to ensure extended
operation (up to eight hours on a single charge).
OPAL Big Key, the desktop version for easy access, offers 45 stored messages, nine
each i five levels. Each key can record a message of 10 seconds. OPAL Big Key uses
AC 220 volts power supply.

For more information, interested persons may
contact:

Assistive Technology Center, National Electronics
and Computer Technology Center

National Sclerce and Technology Development
Agency,

539/2 Gypsum Metropolitan Tower Sriayudhya
Road. Rajthevee, Bangkok, 10400 Thailand.
Email: wantanee @nectec.or.th Tel : 662 642-
5001-10 ext 320-322 Fax:+662- 642-5015

Succes & ABILITY
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Access

The date : 18 May, 03. The place : The Fort Museum, Fort

St. George, Chennai.

Visitors througed in as usual. However, this time, there was a
difference - they were not the usual kind of visitors. They were
visually impaired. About 30 to 35 students from the Graduate
Students Association for the Blind. They were allowed to touch
and feel the exhibits. Lessons in history and Geography unfolding
in front of them . . .
experience the delight.

[t was certainly an unforgettable experience for them. The

enthusiasm was evident and infectious, as the students, who |

feeling and imagining. discussed and chatted animatedly. Relics

on their hands. To hold, to delight in, and to [

.AVoyageof

from the Raj era, breast-plates, palanquins, canon balls, daggers, |

swords, head gears and knives on display thrilled them. It was |

the first time that such an opportunity was being made available
o them, although museums in other parts of the world are
accessible to disabled persons all the time.

How was this wonderful idea to invite visually impaired students
conceived?  Says Sriraman, assistant archaeologist, of the
museum, * every year, we celebrate International Museum Day
with a theme. This year, it was ‘Museum and Friend'. To
demonstrate how museums can be friendly to different sections
of society, we invited visually impaired persons. Since words
cannot effectively carry the message, we allowed them to touch
and feel and experience some of the items.”

Could this not be made a regular feature? Says Sriraman, * we
have been considering this. But before we make this a regular
affair, we have to work out the details. Many of the objects are
fragile and the safety of these have to be taken into account. We
have been working towards making replicas of the exhibits with
durable material wherever possible. Our next project however, is
to make brochures and boards in Braille. When this happens,
visually impaired persons can visit the museum any time.”
According to Sriraman, the museum officials are open to
suggestions to make the museum friendly to orthopaedically
disabled persons too. However, it is not easy since the museum is
lodged in a three storey colonial building and has steep wooden
steps. To make structural changes to this monument is next to
impossible. “Most of the modem structures in the country which
house museums are disabled friendly”, he says. “For example, the
museum at Lothal in Gujarat, has ramps and wheelchairs”, he adds.
Early this year, The first National Seminar on Arts and Museums
for Persons with Disabilities, entitled “MUSEUMS FOR ALL” was
organised by the National Museum Institute at the National
Museum from March 22 to 24. Here, a theory on Visitor Behaviour,
which was first presented at Rio de Janeiro by Dr B. Venugopal,
who has done extensive work in Access Studies at museums and
zoos was adapted to suit Museum Access Studics.

This seminar was noted as the mark of a begining of a new museum
movement in the country. It was felt that some sort of guidelines
or policy on a National level would go a long way in helping
museums become socially relevant institutions.

Some of the recommendations, made at the seminar, to the
Department of Culture, Govt. of India were: (1) A national policy
on museum accessibility o be developed; (2) Financial grants to

Succes & ABILITY

Learning by touch
museums to be linked to access audits of museums; (3) Regular
national, regional, and state level workshops to be organised for
access audits and sensitisation of museum personnel; (4) Museum
camps on museum accessibility to be organised on a regular basis
to sensitise museum personnel; (5) During the re-structuring of
existing galleries, the developing of new galleries and the
expansion of museums, due importance to be given to accessibility
factors; (6) International conferences and workshops to be
organised by the Department of Culture so that India can take a
lead in the field of Museum Access Studies in Asia. For this, the
help of prolessional bodies such as the ICOM (International
Council of Museums) to be taken; (7) The Department to take a
pro-active role in implementing the various suggestions as
envisaged under law [such as the Persons with Disabilities (Equal
opportunities, protection of rights and full participation) Act 1995],
which suggests that public buildings like museums should be
made barrier-free; (8) To undertake the above-mentioned activities,
a National Centre for Muscum Access Studies 1o be established.
Alsa, the following recommendations were made to the Director
General, National Museum / Vice Chancellor, National Muscum
Institute: (1) Sensitisation programmes for the staff of the National
Museum to be organised on a regular basis; (2) Access audit of
the National Musecum to be undertaken regularly and the
recommendations complied with; (3) Appointment of an Access
Advocate for the National Museum be made; (4) Museum
Accessibility to become a part of the MA Museology curriculum;
(5) Research on Museum Accessibility to be given priority;
(6) NMI to start courses on Museum Accessibility studies through
open learning system to benefit museum personnel all over the
country; (7) Since the NMI is the only museum university in the
world, to link with other universities working in this field such as
the IGNOU, New Delhi and MPBOU, Bhopal.

The Ministries of Tourism & Culture as well as Social Justice &
Empowerment also assured all assistance in establishing a National
Centre for Museum Visitor and Access Studies (NC-MVAS) to be
established at the NMI this year.

PRATIMA SUNDARARAJAN
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Access

ilityAcccss Audit

ARE PUBLIC PLACES bamer frce? Are penple with disabilities ablc to use and enjoy the faulmes oﬂ’ered at
pubhc places? s

ABILY TY !*OUNDA] ION recently launched the Dmabllﬂ:y
g Access Audit survey in Chennai. Commencing the first audit
§on August 24, 2001, with a visit to the Head Post Office
d followed by a trip to Egmore Railway station, the Access Audit
team comprises 10 ~ 12 members. Hand in glove with the
Foundation, spearheading the audit is Vidya Sagar (formerly
§S1, Chennai) and the Tamil Nadu Federation for the Welfare
i of the Physically Handicapped. The importance of nerworking
fl towards a common caus¢ has indeed been rewarding and is a
d step forward, highlighting the rights and the needs of people
i with disabilities.

Members of the team comprised persons r;pre.scmmg different
disabilities (a whocidwr user, pcmons thh toml and partial visual impairment, a hearing impaired person and a
person using elbow crutches), The team evaluated the available services and facilities from the perspective of every
disability. Accompanied by a phowgraphex and an architect, the aim is to map the ‘barrier free’ environment in the
city. After each visit the suggestions are documented, the recommendations are formulated and despatched to
the concerned authorities and followup action suggested.

Over the next three months ABILITY FOUNDATION hopes to conduct such Access Audits for around 30
different public places within the city. The plan is to visit banks, government offices, hospitals, universities and
colleges, theatres, restaurants, shopping malls, the High Court... in short any place that everybody needs to go
to. With the sense of purpose and camaraderie within the team running high it is hoped that this amubitious
pro;e:ct wﬂl 'soon yield substantml results in terms of a mote sensitive, accessible Chennai.

Succes & ABILITY
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Access

BARRIER FREE
VICTORY

In a landmark decision the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has decided to make about 34
monuments, including the Taj Mahal and Khajuraho, accessible to wheelchair users by providing
ramps at these heritage sites. This decision was taken by the Cultural Minister, Mr Ananth Kumar
and the ASI Director General Ms Komal Anand in the first week of February. In the first phase
14 monuments are stated to be covered, followed by the rest in subsequent phases.

This decision comes in the wake of the furore over the Asi's decision to remove the ramps at the
Red Fort, Qutub Minar, Humayun's Tomb and Jantar Mantar in Delhi. These monuments had
been provided with wooden ramps to facilitate Professor Stephen Hawking's visit to these places
during his recent trip to Delhi in fact before Professor Hawking's visit the ASI had initially refused
to provide ramps, temporary or otherwise, at any of these places, citing the present law which
states that no permanent structure can be built within 100 meters of a protected monument it was
only after a concerted effort by Nir. Javed Abidi, Executive Director, Nativnal Centre Promoticn
of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP) that the Union Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment directed the ASI to facilitate the construction of temporary wooden ramps for

Professor Hawking's trip.

When the AS! tried to remove the ramps after Professor Hawkings visit, disability activists in was
filed in the Delhi High Court. The Court responded favourably and stayed the move Among other
things the PIL demands the adaptation of toilets for wheel chair users in public placers, braille
symbols and auditory signals in elevators and ramps in hospitals and primary health centres.

SKYBUSMETRO

A Skybus metro
will ensure fast
and cheap
transportation
across the city in

air-conditional
comfort at more -+
than 45 kmph
average, at just
15 paise per km.

@KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LD

Taking india on the path of technalogical progress

Suicces & ABILITY
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Education

The Statesmaony June 11, 2003

Disabled boy keeps tryst
with Delhi

June 10. — Pedaling away furiously on his
wheelchair, 18-year-old Veer Pal set off early
today from his home in north Delhi for what
was his first glimpse of all admission seekers’
El Dorado — Delhi University.

Except for the journey which was expectedly
tough, he had hoped to wrap up the process
within an hour. But the long drawn out
registration procedures, the complicated
application form and absence of any directions
ensured that he spent over seven hours in the
searing heat to submit a single form.

Veer's hectic day began at 7.30 am when he
left his home in Malkaganj with his brothers. He
pedaled the entire 2.5 kmestretch to the
University while his brothers, in a demonstration
of fraternal loyalty, accompanied him on foot.

Two hours later, he reached the University
gate facing the northern ridge. *{ first came 1o
Dean of Student's Welfare office inside the
university complex, but I was told that the new
{Optic Mark Reader) forms are available at the
sports complex.” he said. There weren’t any
specific directions to the place. Veer reached
the sales counter at the sports complex 20
minutes later after taking quite a few false turns.

His younger brother Rahul stood in the

queue for the OMR form. To add to his
problems, he had left behind his disability
certificate, a necessary requirement for
registration. So while Veer waited at the sports
complex, his younger brother Rahul rushed
back home to get the certificate. “1 went in a
cycle rickshaw to avoid the traffic congestion,”

University

; sad 16-year-old Rahul. Nonetheless, it ook
. him over a hour to return with the document.

Cracking the new form — which has 10 be
filled with only dots —  took the brothers
another half an hour. The trio had to
meticulously go through each and every
instruction and mark the answers “cautiously”
to avoid any error.

With just 60 per cent marks in the CBSE
examination from a government boy's senior
secondary school at Roshanara Road and the
high cut-off marks, Veer couldn’t afford to
make any mistakes. That he was the only
student of his batch who managed to secure a
first division is another matter,

Veer has come a long way after an attack of
infantile polio. But there are other hurdles to
be crossed. A science enthusiast, he now has to
choose between B.A. (Pass) and Political
Science (Hons.) for his undergraduate course.
“I wanted to join the science stream but classes
and labs are all on the first floor and it is not
possible for me to go there.”

Even if he gets admission in one of the
colleges, it wouldn’t be easy for him. He does
not have a motorised wheelchair. He hopes a
benevolent NGO which will give him one. “My
parents encourage me to pursue studies but |
know they cannot afford me a vehicle nor can
I manage to roll the wheelchair everyday to
college,” said Veer, whose father is a tailor.

After completing the form and getting it

-vetted by officials at the sports complex, Veer

had to return to the office of the Dean of
Student’s Welfare to submit it. -

Time: 2,30 p.m. Veer finally received a strip
of paper from the Dean’s office acknowledging
receipt of his form.

SWABHIMAN - Bule file
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FEducation

ATy FOUNDATION IAUNCpg
WO woRE PIONEERING ACTIVyy

C"’ rom what began with the publishing of India’s
cross disability magazine “"Success &
ABILITY" that aims fo inspire, interest and inform

all its readers frorn different sectors of society, ABILITY
FOUNDATION has today expanded its operations to
include education, employment, recreation, culture and
advocacy. The idea being, to emphasise that the issue
of disability is not one of pity or charity, but of human
rights and providing equitable opportunities and full
parlicipalion in every single aspect of life and also to
promote a barrier free society for all,

We are now delighted to state that the magazine is
available as an Audio Magazine on tape, in order that
visually impaired people and those who have difficulty
in reading print, get direct access to the contents of
the magazine. For all of us at the Foundation, this is
really a dream come true, as this is something we have
been wanting to do for quite some time. We are really
exciled aboul the possibilities that this will open up for
several disabled people. The Audio Magazine will be
available on request, either on annual subscription basis
or single copy basis.

Another path-breaking activity launched this month is
the Legal Aid Wing (L.A.W.), a long felt need, which
will offer the much needed legal counselling and referral
services on all matlers relating to discrimination and
disability. As we are all aware, a lot has been happening
in the disability sector today. What was thought of as
“not possible” as of just yesterday, is today being
considered as a distinct possibility. While on the one
hand, several laudable and positive evenls are
happening, on the other, discrimination still remains

rampant. The fact also remains that, many disabled
persons are themselves unaware of their righls or even
the existence/clauses of the Persons With Digabilities
Act of 1995, or even the fact that they are being
discriminated against. The Foundation thus hopes that
L.AW. will provide a platform for all disabled people o
seek legal counselling and advice.

Ability Foundation’s other regular activities include:

®  Computer classes and personality developinent
classes leading to job opportunities for hearing
impaired persons, and now for the visually
impaired too.

®  The country's first ever Study Centre of the Indira
Gandhi National Open University, (India's
premier distance education university, ) for disabled
students —the first time the University had tied up
with an NGO - offering both diploma courses and
graduate streams of any chuoice for all disabled
persons.

€ A Placement Wing for employment of qualified
disabled people.

® “SHARE" an integrated social club, a forum for
disabled and non-disabled people to meet,
socialise and thus empathise.

® An Information Wing for
dissemination within the sector.

information

Those interested in availing of the services of Ability
Foundation may get in touch: at Tel.: 044 - 4413013/
4452400, Email: abilitvindia @ vsnl.net

Succes & ABILITY
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Tamil Nadu Leads the Way

ENGINEERING ADMISSIONS STREAMLUINED
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Sports and Adventure
—

YV o

hrlstlna Ripp of Savoy celebrates after winning women'’s wheelchair marathon in Boston on Monday ~-AP/PTI
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Special Programme

8th June 2003, The: Sambad,
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National Disalbility Network’y East Zone Partner’y Meet way organigzed by NCPEDP,
New Delhi inv association withy Swalbhiman. The Chief Guest Sri Paraffula Ghasai,
Honorable Minister of Health;, Goverrument of Orissov said” Government iy bound to-
work for the development of the disabled persons.”
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Special Programme
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Bhubanaswar on Wednesday. — The Statesman
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The New Indiaw Express, 15th May

Anjali scholarship for
5disabled students

Bhubaneswar, May 14: For their exemplary achi-
ovements in certain fields despite disability, five in-
dividuals and an institution were awarded the
coveted “Anjali” scholarships for the year 2003 ata
felicitation ceremony at Red Cross Bhawan here on
Wednesday. Governor's wife Susheela Rajendran
gave away the awards,

City based NGO "Swabhiman' has been implem-
enting “Project Anjali” for the last five years,
Anjali scholarsips have been instituted by the org-
anisation to enable disabled students with limited
means to receive higher education and professio-
nal training.

The awardces for the year are Sakti Swarupa Bir,
a hearing impaired girl of Talcher for odissi dance,
Mahezabeen Jahan and Prakash Chandra Behera,
speech and hearing impaired students of Dhauli
College of Art & Craft, Bhubaneswar and B.K.Coll-
ege of Art & Craft, Bhubaneswar for painting. visu-
ally impaired Kalpana Barik and Purna Chandra
Das, both students of Utkal Sangeet Mahavidya-
laya, Bhubaneswar for music and inmates of the
girls’ hostel of B.C. School for the Deaf for training
in Odissi dance.

Rajendran said disabled people can be useful cit-
izens while social activist Vijaya Singh Deo spoke
on the need for developing a sensitive attitude. Pro-

ject Anjali chief coordinator Dr. Srati Mohapatra
stressed the need for a change in the attitude towa-
rds the disabled. While in the West people have evo-
Ived their attitude from charity towards empower-
ment of the disabled, India is yet to adopt a sensit-
ive attitude towards them, she added « ENS

The Times Of India, 15the May

Six scholarships awarded

persons with Sakhyamashir Award:
every year for their excellence iv

Times NEws NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: The smile on the face of
Kalpana Barik spelt satisfaction. Get-
ting an award from first lady Susheela
Rajendran was an achievement for the
visually impaired girl, “This is a memo-
rable day in my life. | feel elated and en-
couraged to continue my activities”, she
said after rceiving‘é’he Anjali scholar-
ship, 2003-04 at a fnction on Wednesday

Ralpana, @ student of Utkal Sangeet
Mohavidyalaya, is specialising in
Odishi vocal. She said that the loss of
evesight had hardly had any adverse im-
pact on her activities. “I believe in an
optimistic approach and | have always
tried tn come out of adverse situations.
So the loss of eyesight has never posed
a problem for me”, she pointed out,

Not only Kalpana. there are scores of
physically challenged persons. whe
prove themselves to be better than nor-
mal human being, overcoming their
handicaps. Anjali, a project started for
integration of disabled and able per-
sons, has come to the help of the physi-
cally challenged.

“We think that the so called disabled
People are the most able. They can do a
lot. But they need inspiraion and en-
couragement. This project is dedicated
for that purpose”, said Sruti Mohapa-
tra, chief co-ordinator of the project.

Five other physically handicapped
persons were also awarded scholarships
in the function. The project has also
started a new programme this yvear to
teach painting and music (o the stu-
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Experts lament
lack of facilities

for the disabled

disabled aimed at a dynam-

Tmess News NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: Of the 70
million persons with dis-
abilities (PWD) in India,
four million are in Orissa.
Most of them face the prob-
¥em of access and there are
po facilities for them. This
was revealed by speakers at
the meet on Disability Net-
working here.

Around 21 participants
from New Delhi. Bihar

harkhand. Chhastisgarh,
\¥est Bengal and Andaman
#: Nicobar Islards and 20
from Orissa attended the
two-day programme organ-
ised by the National Centre
for Promotion of Employ
ment for Disabled People
(NCPEDP) in association
with Swabhiman.

“Despite the country
Laving progressed post-in-
wependence, the situation
remains grim for the dis-
abled. Due to lack of equal
opportunities and preva-
lent environmental and at-
titudinal barviers, they
continue to live as invisible
minority” speakers re-
marked. They also added
that there was an urgent
need to make public places
like banks, railway stations
and post-offices disabled-
friendly.

Networking among the

ic exploration of how peo-
ple and the community can
address key issues where
governmental apathy was
causing immmense harm
both to the disabled popula-
tion and to the state’s econ-
omy. Through networks
PWDs could seek to
achieve self-representation
and self advocacy in local,
block, district and state-lev-
el decision-making
Provess.

Prafulla Ghadel, state
minister for health inaugu-
rated the programme and
said the state government
had done precious little for
PWDs. He added that a sur-
vey on the disabled was he-
ing done in Orissa by the
Anganwadi workers, schol-
arships for the disabled
had been increased, and
they were being encour-
aged to avail loans. Be-
sides. 49 schools had been
constructed for the special
children by the state gov-
ernment till date.

Nivedita Scudder and
Sruti Mohapatra, president

and general secretary of

Sawbhiman respectively
Rama Chari of NCPEDP
and Uini Daniel, regional
manager of Action Aid.
Bhubaneswar were present
on the occasion.

SATURDAY,
JUNE 7, 2003

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

BHUBANESWAR

Disability network meet for
representation in decision making

Bhubaneswar, June 6: As part
of the National Disability Netw-
ork launched to empower 70 mil-
lion disabled citizens of India,
the two-day East Zone Partners’
Meet covering Andaman & Nico-
bar Islands, Bihar. Jharkhand,
Orissa and West Bengal will be
underway in the city on Satur-
day.

Sruti Mohapatra. secretary
general of ‘Swabhiman’, which
is hosting the event, pointed out

that its objective is to strengt-
hen networking among disabled
pecple for representation in the
decision making process and
evolve a strategy to achieve
this. Besides 21 participants
from the five participating
states, a delegation from the
New  Delhi-based  National
Centre for Promotion of Employ-
ment for’ Disabled People
(NCPEDA) will deliberate on
the issue s ENS
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Awarness and Sensitization

The Statesmary 8th June

‘Wings of Fire’ to the aid
of the disabled

By Our Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD, JUNE 7. The President, A.P.].Abdul Ka-
lam, has said the money raised by the sale of his
autobiography, ‘Wings of Fire’, would go for the
benefit of the visually and mentally challenged.
Dr.Kalam, who received the 2,00,000th copy of
the book at Raj Bhavan here on Saturday, noted
the book had caught the imagination of people in
the country and abroad. “It’s a pleasant surprise.
We did not expect such a response,” he said.

Three visually challenged children, Swati,
Shanta Kumar and Govind Reddy, read out from
the Braille version of the book on the occasion.
The Governor, Surjit Singh Barnala, and the Chief
Minister, N.Chandrababu Naidu, were also pre-
sent on the occasion.

Earlier, spotting press photographers waiting
to click him, the President asked them, if they
read books. When one of them said no, he ad-
vised them to start reading books. “This will help
you click better pictures,” Dr.Kalam told them.
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By Our Special
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 14. In a bid to
make the national polio eradi-
cation campaign more pop-
ular, the Centre has proposed
10 give it a new identity. It will
now be called ‘polio Sunday’
or ‘polio ravivar’.

Anncuncing this, the Union
Health Minister, Sushma Swa-
raj, said the new name was
thought of since the current
term “national pulse polio im-
munisation day” sounded
highly technical. Consequent-
Iy, the common man was un-
able to associate with it.

The new simpler name, on
the other hand, is expected to
make it a popular movement
as it shou!d b=, The appella-
tion ‘Sunday’ or ‘ravivar’ was
thought of since the immuni-
sation programines were con-
ducted on Sundays and
subsequently it would help in
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better public recall.

The Idea was mooted at a
meeting convened here today
to review the preparedness for
the sub-national immunisa-
tion day slated for June 1 in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West
Bengal, Delhi, Madhya Pra-
desh, Gujarat, Haryana, Utta-
ranchal, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh which had wit-
nessed a resurgence of polio
cases last year. The meeting
was attended by the Health
Ministers of three States and
Health Secretaries of seven
States.

Ms. Swaraj also announced
that she would go to Kolkata
for the launch of the June 1
immunisation programme
considering that there was a
resurgence of polio cases in
West Bengal even while the
State was on the verge of be-
coming polio-free. In the last
three months, West Bengal
had accounted for 11 cases of

The: New IndicwwExpress; 22nd Moy

‘Leprosy to be

A workshop ow

Empowerment of
Disabled Persons”
way held at
Cuttack by the
District collectory.
Cuttack and VRC,
Bhubaneswar for

empowement of
disabled persons
through the
National and
State Govt'y self-
employment
schemes.

‘polio Sunday’

the national total of 26, fol-
lowed by Uttar Pradesh with 8,
Bihar 3, Rajasthan 2 and one
each in Delhi and Orissa.

To a question, she said it
was true that Muslims in some
areas, particularly Uttar Pra-
desh, had been refusing to let
their children be given polio
drops because of some mis-
apprehensions. Efforts were
on to overcome the problem
with the help of leaders from
the community, including
MPs and MLAs.

Pointing out that a new slo-
gan had been coined to ensure
100 per cent coverage on im-
munisation days, she said that
even if one child was left out it
could jeopardise the entire ef-
fort to eliminate the crippling
disease, The new slogan is:
“yadi ek bacha bi choota, tho
samjfo pura chakra tuta (even if
one child is missed, consider
that whole cycle has been
broken)".

eradicated
by 2005’

Bhubaneswar, May 21: The
State Government has set a tar-
get to eradicate leprosy by Dece-
mber 2005. The progress in the
programme was reviewed by
Health and Family Welfare Min-
ister Prafulla Chandra Ghadei
at a high-level meeting on Wed-
nesday. Ghadei underscored the
need for rehabilitation of the
cured,

Though the National Leprosy
Elimination Programme
(NLEP) is in operation in the
State since 1982-83, the prevale-
nce rate in Orissa at 7.12 per tho-
usand is one of the highest in
the country. The prevalence
rate at the national level now is
4.2 per thousand.,

During discussion, it came to
the fore that Bargarh district
has the highest prevalence rate
of 20.15 while Phuibani district
has the lowest at 2.17.

NLEP is aided by Governm-
ent of India, the World Bank and
donor agencies like DANIDA.,
Lepra India and the German
Levrosy Relief Association.
TIME-BOUND PLAN: As per pro-
gramme, leprosy will be eradic-
ated from Phulbani, Malkangiri,
Jagatsinghpur, Gajapati, Kendr-
apara, Keonjhar, Koraput and
Rayagada by December, 2003.
By March 2004, the it will be era-
dicated from Puri, Nayagarh,
Jajpur, Curtack, Kalahandi, Bal-
asore. Nuapada and Deogarh.
Target to eradicate the disease
from Nabarangpur, Ganjam,
Khurda, Bhadrak and Mayurbh-
anj districts is December, 2004
and from the rest 2005 ENS
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The Hindw 15th June

Vizag tops in welfare schemes
for physically challenged

By Our Staff Reporter

VISAKHAPATNAM, JUNE 4. Visakhapatnam tops in
the implementation of welfare schemes for the
physically challenged among the districts, The
Collector, Sunil Sharma, congratulated the As-
sistant Director of the Department for Welfare of
Physically Handicapped, K. Jeevan Babu, for tak-
ing special care in implementing the welfare
schemes and helping Visakhapatnam achieve the
top place, at a meting held on Wednesday to re-
view the development programmes and perform-
ance indicators for employees.

The district had achieved good results in con-
ducting vocational training, identification camps
for issuing multi-purpose identity cards, imple-
menting welfare schemes of the department and
also the schemes of other departments benefiting
the handicapped.

The Collector also appreciated the Executive
Director of the District B.C. Welfare Corporation,
D. Jagannayakulu, for achieving good results. Vi-
sakhapatanm achieved 413 per cent target in the
issue of educational loans and stood first in the
State. It was second in the issue of term loans
with an achievement of 1,500 per cent and third

in implementation of the Aadarana scheme. The
District B.C. Corporation had achieved 113 per
cent in implementation of micro-credit.

Mr. Sunil Sharma told the District Medical and
Health Officer, D. Narayana Rao, to achieve sub-
stantial results in the implementation of family
welfare and Sukheebhava scheme, and the Dis-
trict Tribal Welfare Officer, Parthasaradhi, to im-
prove implementation of financial schemes for
tribals.

The Collector told the officials to put online,
without delay, reports on the results achieved by
them since the good results achieved by the de-
partments were not reflected in the reports sub-
mitted by them. .

The Rural Water Supply wing had implement-
ed 247 schemes in the plain area but a lesser
number was noted in the report and the District
Training Centre had not mentioned in its report
that it was conducting training programmes €v-
ery day, Mr. Sunil Sharma pointed out.

The Joint Collector, M.T. Krishna Babu, the
District Revenue Officer, M. Ramakrishna Rao,
the Chief Planning Officer, J. Vijayalakshmi, the
Additional Commissioner, K. Siva Parvathi, and
others participated.

The New IndiowvExpress; 15t May

Health Ministry sets 2005 target,
revamps polio eradication scheme

Express News Service

New Delhi, May 14: Not only has the
Ministry of Health set 2005 as the fre-
sh deadline for polio eradication in
the country, but the Government is
also expecting to stabilise the zero
number foi* at least two more years to
get a clean chit from the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

Apart from immunisation campai-
gns, the Government has decided to in-
volve Parliamentarians in its outre-
ach programme. The Ministry has
formed a committee called “Polio
Killer Manch”, comprising MPs
(mostly Muslims) from the affected
areas who ‘would in turn involve the le-
gislatures of their province to gener-
ate awareness among the people.

Announcing this, Union Health Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj assured that the
Government is taking special measu-

res to reach the goal like new media
campaigns, which would focus on ban-
ishing the myths regarding immunisa-
tion among a certain community. The
Government would also be involving
local religious leaders in their camp-

aign.

Rechristened as polio
ravivar, the additional
rounds have been
announced

The new strategy further involves
increasing the number of immunisat-
ion days to six rounds instead of the
previous three to four. These six
rounds include two national days all
over the country and four sub-natio-
nal days in 10 states. The policy is
likely to be continued till 2004.

In the following three vears, there
would be three rounds, said Swaraj. If
zero level (no polio cases) is maintai-
ned for two years after reaching eradi-
cation goal, the country would get the
certificate from WHO by 2007.

Rechristened as polio ravivar, as
the pulse polio days are mostly held
on Sundays, the additional rounds
have been announced following the
surge in polio cases last year and the
consequent criticism that followed. Ac-
cording to Swaraj, the name has been
chosen as it can register easily with
the masses.

“We are renewing focus on polio in
order to be free from the disease. I am
confident that we will be able to lower
the number of cases by next year and
eradicate polio by 2005, Swaraj told
reporters here after a meeting with re-
presentatives of ten states where polio
has resurged in the past year.
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Sllent demand for more benefits

Times News NeETwoRk

Bhubaneswar: Over a thousand
deaf and mute youths braved the
scorching sun to lodge their.protest
and submit a charter of demands to
the government here on Tuesday. It
was a rally sans mikes, slogan shout-
ing and fiery speeches. Yet the
demonstrators were hopeful of be-
ing “ heard” by the government.
Organised under the banner of

Orissa Unemployed Association of
the Deaf, the youths submitted a
memorandum to the Health Minis-
ter Prafulla Chandra Ghadei. They
alleged that those who had been reg-
istered as unemployed for the last
seventeen years are still waiting to
get a call from the Vocational Reha-
bilitation Centre (VRC) and the Spe-
cial Employment Exchange (SEE).
The protesters also alleged that
the VRC was not functioning prop-

erly. There have been instances of
people not being deaf and mute, who
arranged for semi-deaf certificates
through the VRC and availed bene-
fits. Rajesh Kumar Agrawal, who
had come all the way from Kalahan-
di, explainet in sign language that
for 20 years he has been trying for a
job but in vain. “ I have come here to-
day with a hope that the government
will pay heed to qur demands for bet-
ter employment opportunities.”
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T‘h.'e,Telegmph 23rd/ June

MAN WHO STARTED IT ALL

. If there is a word that prompts instant recall in Kota, it is
Bansal. Everyone acknowledges that Vinod Kumar
Bansal not only put Kota on the India coaching centre map but
also made it a premium brand. Employed as an engineer with
JK Industries, Bansal developed muscular dystrophy, a condi-
tion which restricted movement in his lower body. Doctors ad-
vised him to look for a job that required limited mobility.

“As back-up, I started taking private tuitions
part-time from 1981,” he says. But he quit JK
only in 1991 and began operating out of his
home. His remarkable success created the
Bansal Classes phenomenon. By 1996, he

had earned enough to build a plush, dou-
. ble-storey institute in Vigyan Nagar.

Others have followed suit. “Most
top institutes in Kota are either run
by those who have worked with me
or by my former students,” he

6 says. Both Resonance direc-

tor R.K. Verma and Shishir
Mittal of Insight were ear-

lier associated with Bansal
Classes. '

Now 54, Bansal operates
his own computerised
wheel-chair and still
teaches mathematics. “My
brain is active as ever,” he
says. His students couldn’t

agree more,
BIG IDEAS:
Vinod Knmar Bansal

In The National Geographic Chan-
nel's Truth Files Bugh Herr, aring
today at 8 p.m., meet Hugh Herr. An
expert climber he lost both his legs at
the age of 17. It was while hiking up
New Hampshire’s Mount Washing-
ton that Hugh made the tragic mis-
take that was to change his whole life.
Today, Hugh is one of the leading
designers of ultra-sophisticated pros-
thetic devices and is largely consid-
ered to be at the forefront of a techni-
cal revolution.
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They’rementally challenged,

The Telegraph; 23rd June
Thanks to the design engineer who changed

the life of a group of highly vuinerable people

but theylivein style

By UuLexs NL.P.

Chennai, April 15: Brand passion-
ate and obsessive devotion to a no-
ble cause as madness, and then you
have“to call D.J.K. Cornelius mad.
But there is an impeccable method
and purity of romance in being ins-
ane like him: He has designed mac-
hines for the mentally challenged
to do ‘erasion’ on brake adjustors
(for Brakes India Ltd - which is
part of the TVS Group) used in Mar-
uti cars, and to_assgmble various

the 'Trust has come a long way to
train the mentally challenged to ass-
emble components supplied by cony

panies like MK. Electricals Ltd.,
T.I. Cycles of India, Aziec Auto ()
Ltd., Aishwarya Enterprises Litd.
and others besides Brakes India
Ltd.

Go around the work areas at the
Trust on a guided tour and it requi:
res ho uncommon intelligence to
comprehend that it is the Midas

Many of the mentally challenged trainees
have attained the status of skilled workers
and earn higher remuneration than iheir

mentally sound counterparts -

other components used in trucks
and heavy vehicles.

At The Naviyoti Trust Institute
of Mental Retardation in Ambattur,
many of the mentally challenged
trainees have attained the status of
skilled workers and earn similar or
higher remuneration than their
mentally sound counterparts outs-
ide. Thank the machines, thank the
man who made them purposefully
to meet the needs of the extraordin-
ary people he is training and work-
ing for. What a perfect balance of
idea and action!

Conceived in 1969 under the indo-
mitable leadership of Cornelius, a
designer engineer by profession,

touch of Cornelius which is at
work. However, such an observat
ion should not lead to underestima:
tion of the enduring training one of
the most vulnerable groups in the
world - the mentally challenged -
have undergone to draw income on
a par with the skilled workers and
also to rediscover themselves. o

Evidently, for the ‘erasion’ work
they do (which is normally done
manually with the help of a mach
ine by two people at a time), per
brake adjustor, they share 80 paise
and the Trust makes around 50)-600
of such ‘erasion-done’ brake adjust-
ors for Brakes India daily for six
days a week.
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The Hinduw,
24ty May

By N, Gopal Raj

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
needed o bring the HIV/AIDS epidemic
under control?! More money for one thing,
siys the latest report from the Joint United
Nations Programme on HIVAALDS (1IN
Lowhic o points out that the spending o
in low and middle income coumnes duting
the current year was only halt the amount

Aids

The Hindw 30th May

‘AIDS will be threat to
social fabric of India’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 29. The United States and India
have had a “long history of excellent coopera-
tion” in combating the scourge of HIV/AIDS,
even as the Bush administration is especially
concerned with the situation in Indfa, given that
nearly four mitlion persons are afflicted with the
deadly disease, says Jack Chow, the Deputy As.
sistant Secretary of State for Health and Science.

The carrent HIV/AIDS situation in India will,
over a period of time, “present a threat o the
social fabric of India” and the U.5. wants 16 ex-
tend its hand of “partnership to help confront”
the threat. Dr. Chow told The Hindu. He was
speaking abour HIVIAIDS in the context of the
President, George W. Bush's latest initiative,
which tripled the American commitmient 1o fight
the scourge. The underlying message was that
even if Mr. Bush’s latestinitiative was confined to
the sub-Saharan Africa and the Canbbean, there
was going to be no let-up in this administration’s
plobal programmes. Mr. Bush has allocated $ 10

billions of additional funds for HIV/AIDS pro
gramumes with $ 1 billion earmarked for the Glob
al Fund.

One of the issucs that Mr. Bush will be raising
in a very serious and high profile fashion at the
summit of the Group of Eight i France nest
month will be on the ways that the industrialised
world will have to take on the challenge of (i
disease.

In the context of the U5, inttistives in hadia
Dr. Chowe said the anticipation right now wonld
be to double the 3 63 millions that is besy sperns
in dealing with the malaise over the next five
years, with the active involvement of the Agena,
for International Development and the Depar
ment of Health and Human Services. He als
pointed out that the USAID had been working lo:
several vears now in Tamil Nadw, where ther
was a “high degree of cooperation”. With (b
also came the judgment that “more needs to b
done and more can be done,” he remarked. “On
framuework approach.. of thiee pillars hus Boos
supported by a foundation™. by <aid,

Global initiative sought to

clhipical application
the poticy paper be
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“Tens of milhons of hves are dependent
naent of a safe and elteetive

develop AIDS vaccine
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reguired. A massive global indiiative tor the
development of a safe and effecive IV
vaccine is urgently needed. savs a4 group of
influental scientists, writing in the latest
issue ol the jonrnal Science.

Fhe HHIVZALDS problem is rapidly moving
centrestage in India. HIV infections are sad
10 be rising wice as [ast in South Asia as in
sub-Saharan Alrica, currently the worst-af
fected region in the world, There could be
20-25 mullion new infections in india by
2010, according to some estimates

Although it is 20 years since the Human
Immunadeficiency Virus (HIV) was shown
1o be the causative agent behind AIDS, a
vaceine has remained elusive. Farlier this
voar, the sele candidate vaccine to have
made it to the final phase of clinical trials
was found 1) be ineffective.

Although treatmient methads fur HIV/
AIDS have made considerable progress,
ransferring concepts for HIV vaceines inte

IV vaceine, His essential that we aggres-
siviely explore all mechanisms thig might
expegite this process,” they remarked

Fhey want to see the developnent
roadimap for a Global Vaccine Faorerprise,
rather along the lines of the Human Ge-
nome Froject, which sequenced the entire
human genome. lis aim wonid he w ereate
s barge number of candidate vaccmes asing
all possible routes and an clicnt system
of clinical vials 1o idenily the effective
VACUINes,

Sinee diverse approaches have o be tried
simultaneausly in order (o find the best
vacvine, they have sogpesied setting up
some six (o 10 Vaceine Development Cen
tres. Fach centre will be devoted o thie de
velopment of a particular HIV vaceine
approach.

As sy of the lumtamental scenuhe
questions impeding the AIDS vaceine de
velapment remamed unsohed, these cen
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A papit a recent assae of the British
Mudical Journal pointed our that India was
speticbng onty Bse 300 crotes  anmually,
mach less than what was needed 1o fight
the epidemic. Large investnents at the ow
set ol the epideniie would slow its progress
more than those ot a fates stage, noted twe
sentsts trom the University of Calitornia
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Indigenous AIDS vaccine
trials by year-end

By Our Staff Reporter

CHENNAI, APRIL 16. The first
clinical trials of a preventive
AIDS vaccine developed in
India will begin by the end of
the year at the National AIDS
Research Institute (NARI),
Pune.

Announcing this at a press
conference today,
representatives of the
International AIDS Vaccine
Initiative (TVAD) said the first
phase of the trial will involve
40 volunteers, healthy adults
with low risk for HIV
infections. The vaccine, which
will counter the strain of HIV
subtype C prevalent in India,
has been developed by the
Indian Council for Medical
Research (ICMR) in
collaboration with the
National AIDS Control
Organisation (NACO) and
IVAL

The trial will follow
standardised, codified
procedures prescribed at the
international level and will go
on for 12 months, extendable

to 18 months from the date of
the first injection. Volunteers
will be split into two groups:
while one group will be
administered placebos, the
other will be injected with
varying doses of the vaccine
at an interval of 0, 2 and 4
months. The immune
responses will be studied over
a period of 12 months and if
necessary, an additional six
months, according to Dr. Jean
Luis Excler, medical director,
VAL

If satisfactory immune
responses are recorded in this
phase, then the trial will
progress to the second and
third phases of the study,
when high risk groups will be
targetted for establishing
‘efficacy’. In preparation, a
new and independent
laboratory exclusive for HIV
vaccine trials will be set up. A
behavioural study is being
undertaken to determine the
willingness of probable
volunteers to participate in
the trial. The clinical protocol
will be finalised by a team of

NARI scientists by the end of
May.

Dr. Excler said the medical
director, ICMR, N.K. Ganguly,
has extended support to the
IVAI to set up a second
clinical trial centre at the
Tuberculosis Research Centre
in Chennai to test another
vaccine. A committee
comprising experts will be
formed to review the portfolio
of potential new vaccines and
include them In the 1rials, he
added.

In this context, a state level
meeting, ‘Working together
for an AIDS Vaccine for India’
will be held at the IMAGE
auditorium in the city
tomorrow to interact with
representatives of civil society
on the vaccine trial
preparedness. The meetings,
which will be conducted in
other parts of the country as
well, aim at arriving at a
broad consensus on the best
way to take the AIDS vaccine
trials forward in India,
according to Mark Chataway,
team leader, IVAL
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- Court Rulings

The Hindw, 9th June

Benefit for the disabled

0

F

Questions

Tt %

Answers

UESTION: What are the

changes in the matter of de-

ductions available for hand-

icapped persons by the
Finance Act, 20037

ANSWER: The disability of lepro-
sy-cured persons is defined under
Sec. 2(n) reads as under.

“2(n) ‘Leprosy cured person’
means any person who has been
cured of leprosy but is suffering
from (i) loss of sensation in hands or
feet as well as loss of sensation and
paresis in the eye and eve-lid but
with no manifest deformity; (ii)
manifest deformity and paresis but
having sufficient mobility in their
hands and feet to enable them to
engage in normal economic activity;
(iii) extreme physical deformity as
well as advanced age which prevents
him from undertaking any gainful
occupation; ind the expression ‘lep-
rosy cured’ shall be construed
accordingly”.

Hearing impairment is defined

under Sec. 2(1) which reads as under:
“‘Hearing impairment’ means loss

of 60 decibels or more in the better
ear in the conversational range o!
frequencies”. Locomotor disability
is defined under Sec. 2(o) which
reads as under:

“Locomotor disability’ means
disability of the bones, joints or
muscles leading to substantial re-
striction of the movement of the
limbs or any form of cerebral palsy”.

Mental reétardation is defined un-
der Sec. 2(r) which reads as under:

““Mental retardation’ means a
condition of arrested or incomplete
development of mind of a person
which is specially characterised by
subnormality of intelligence”.

Mental illness is defined under
Sec. 2{q) which reads as: “Mental
illness’ means nay mental disorder
other than mental retardation”.

Severe disability for which larger
deduction is provided under Sec.
80DD and 80U from AY 2004-05 in-
corporated by cross-reference to
Sec. 56(4) of the Disabilities Act
reads as under

“56(4) For the purposes of this
section ‘person with severe disabil-
ity’ means a person with 80 per cent
or more of one or more disabilities”.

Disability bas to be certified by
medical authority as defined under
Sec. 2(p), which reads as under:

“‘Medical authurity’ means any

—new law

hospital or insfitution specified for
the purposes of this Act by notifica-

tion by the appropriate
Government”.
The appropriate Government

could be either Central or State gov-
ermnment as is evident from the fol-
lowing definition in Sec. 2(a) of
Disabilities Act.

“2{a) ‘Appropriate Government
means: {i} In relation to the Central
Government or any establishment
wholly or substantially financed by
that Government, or a Cantonment
Board constituted under the Can-
tonment Act, 1924 {2 of 1924}, the
Central Government:

{ii} In relation to a State govero-
ment or any establishment wholly or
substantially financed by that Gov
ernment or any local authority, oth-
er than a Canwnment Board, the
State Government;

(ift) In respect of the Central Co-
ordination Committee and the Cen-

tral Executive Committee, the Cen-
tral Government.

8. Rajaratnam
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You necd mformation now.
You don’t want to spend your vahiable time scanning through newspapers and journals.

You do not wish to miss out on anything, be it from print or electronic media.

Read the BLME/ ﬁl{’/

The BL(/L{’/ﬁ/lé’/ns a selection of ¢lippings from the wotld of disability from Orissa,

India and all over the world.
The BZ/M.E/ fbl@is put together every month, after through searching and scanning.

Issue Specific information.
State Specific mformation.
NGO initiatives.

Government initiatives.

You will getitall here .
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