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BERHAMPUR: Disabled persons are hopeful that they will be properly counted during Census-2011. The last census had

pegged their number at 102,1870 that was 2.13 per cent of the total population. But it is expected to be much more than this. 

"Multiple disorders have been added to the disabled category. And we expect that it will increase the number of disabled

persons," said A K Behera, programme manager of Swabhiman, an NGO working for the disabled. 

Swabhiman along with several voluntary organizations is also sensitising the disabled and enumerators about this in many

districts, he said. We have asked the disabled to cooperate with the enumerators. Providing false information attracts a fine of

Rs 1000 and a jail term of three years, under Census rules.

"An accurate counting will get more government help for the disabled because funds are allocated depending upon the

population," general secretary of the Ganjam District Orthopaedically Handicapped Association K Ananda Rao said.

Besides the disabled, all those living in the state, including Tibetan refuges in Chandragiri areas and Bangladeshi immigrants

will be covered in the census, revenue minister S N Patra said here. The students living in hostels elsewhere will be covered by

the enumerators at the place of residence, he said.

The mammoth exercise will conclude on February 28. Enumeration of the homeless population will be held on the night of

February 28. The revision round of the enumeration will be held on March 1 to 5 to update details of births and deaths on

March 1, 2011, the minister said.
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Census to prioritise disability
BHUBANESWAR: Programmes and allocation of funds for persons with disability
in India are inadequate and the figures for Orissa are even more disheartening.
This is not due to paucity of
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BHUBANESWAR: Programmes and allocation of funds for persons with disability

in India are inadequate and the figures for Orissa are even more disheartening.

This is not due to paucity of funds but because Census data on the number of

disabled is far from the actual figure.

The 2001 Census put their number at 1,021,335, just 2.78 per cent of the total

population.

The focus was on enumerating the persons with disability (PWDs) accurately in

Census 2011 at a State-level workshop, organised by NGO 'Swabhiman', here on

Tuesday.

Director of Census Bishnupada Sethi said that disability is being accorded

priority in the Census 2011. All the enumerators have been asked to record the

names and other requisite particulars of the PWDs (infants, young and old) in the

National Population Register Schedule. The Census of India 2011 will be held

from February 9 to 28.

Secretary, Women and Child Development, Arti Ahuja, who addressed through a

video message, said the government celebrated World Disability Day 2010 with

the theme ‘Get Yourself Counted’ and the aim was to create awareness on Census

2011. The State is taking a number of steps to ensure a better life for persons

with disabilities but correct figure on their number is required to make policies

and allocate resources, she underlined.
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Chief Executive of Swabhiman Sruti Mohapatra said the good thing about the

Census 2011 is, it accords importance to the issue of disability. As compared to

the previous census exercises, where the question on disability was slotted at 15,

in Census 2011 the question has been moved up to nine, even before the question

on Mother Tongue.

“The possibility of this question being asked is far greater. The census will not

only include the number of people in each disabled category but also recognises

diseases like dyslexia and autism as forms of disability,” she said.

Participants from all 30 districts attended the workshop. They felt that the task of

enumerating people with disability with near accuracy does not rest with the

enumerators only. The onus is on family members too. State Commissioner for

Disability Kasturi Mohapatra, UNDP representative Ambika Prasad Nanda, H

Harichandan of Handicap International and Madhumita Ray of Action Aid were

present.
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