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ABOUT SWABHIMAN

The need for an independent organisation capable of providing information
relating to any aspect of disability was the subject of discussion among
activists in this field for many years. It was in response to this that a Disability
Information and Resource Centre, SWABHIMAN, came up.

SWABHIMAN believes that a healthy society must be an inclusive society.

The Government's commitment to secure comprehensive and enforceable
civil rights for disabled people is a necessary part of creating that inclusive
society. To underline the fact that persons with disability are also productive
element and equal partners in society SWABHIMAN was born on 1st of
December 2001

SWABHIMAN is all about working towards self-determination, equal
opportunities and self-respect of the disabled people. Ascertaining
accessibility that covers a wide spectrum of needs — physical, mental,
architectural, travel, educational, vocational and recreational......

Swabhiman's Vision
People with disabilities are EQUAL PARTNERS IN ALL RESPECTS AND ALL
FIELDS.

Swabhiman's Mission
To strengthen the disability movement through research, training, advocacy,
and public education for full and equal participation of people with disabilities
in the country's mainstream.

Swabhiman Believes
In the right to equality of opportunity.
In the right to living with dignity.
Inthe right to information.

That disability is a human rightsissue.

Swabhiman Values
Differences in peaple.
Positive thinking
Walking together



ACCESS AUDIT

In January 2008 Swabhiman greatly appreciating Ravenshaw University's commitment to
promote 'UNIVERSAL DESIGN', and thus provide ACCESS TO ALL, conducted an access audit of
Ravenshaw University. The reasons for carrying out an Access Audit are to help meet the
legislative requirements of the PWD Act 1995 and improve disabled access and egress.
Access audit included full inspection of the premises, a written report, recommended action
and layouts, drawings and pictures explaining barriers. During the audit, the team observed
various features which must be commended. For example the wide corridors, wide space for
modification and renovation and the keenness of the Vice-Chancellor and his team to create a
model of Universal Design. The access audit team met Vice Chancellor (VC) - Mr. Devdas
Chhotray, the Head Clerk - Sri Praffulla Chandra Ray, Lecturer - Sri Samarendra Pradhan, Asst.
Librarian -Mrs. Sujata Das and appreciates their endeavor in making Ravenshaw barrier free.
The team also thanks Mr. Sandip DasVerma and Mr. Chitta Baral from USA for initiating the
process.
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ADVOCACY

LEGAL CELL

The case of a person with hearing impairment, Mr. Sushant Kumar Dakua, was taken up both
at the level of NALCO administration, Commissioner Disability, GOO, who after having
qualified both the written and interview for the post of Asst Grade Il and being issued an
appointment letter was declared medically unfit on unclear grounds by NALCO.

The case of Miss Atasi Kuanr- a visually challenged girl who has been harassed by Central
Govt.( while recruitment for Group D post) was put forth before the panel. Viewing, the case
has solid grounds for a trial the Panel needed the information like- Interview call letter and the
name of the appointees who will be the against party of the case. All the information has
already been given to file the case.

MEDIA ADVOCACY

On the eve of WDD (3" December) Dr Sruti Mohapatra briefed media persons from ETV - a
Regional Broadcasting Channel in Orissa regarding legal issues and issues like ensuring full
participation of people with disabilities in mainstream society and accessibility for PWDs.
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AWARENESS

Regional Seminar

A regional level seminar was organized at Rourkela by Swabhiman - Bhubaneswar, in
collaboration with local NGO Shraddha. It was supported by NCPEDP — New Delhi, and AIFO.
Around sixty participants from Sundargarh and four neighboring districts and Orissa State
Disability Network partners (OSDN) participated.

STATE LEVEL CONSULTATION

A state level seminar was organized at Bhubaneswar by Swabhiman — Bhubaneswar. It was
supported by NCPEDP —New Delhi, and AIFO. As it was a State level consultation we had tried
to involve participants from more than 8-districts of Orissa i.e. Cuttack, Puri, Khurda,
Nayagarh, Jagatsinghpur, Jharsuguda, Sundargarh, Balangir, etc comprised of 45 participants
from different categories participated. Participants were from -

« Persons with disability of all categories

« Parents of Children With Disability

« School/college going students with and with-out disability
« Representatives of various civil society organizations

= Bothspecialand mainstream schoolteachers

« Educationalist and experts of disability sector

-
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International Day for Persons with Disabilities (WDD)

In the month of December our all activities were concentrated on preparation and
implementation of schedule of the day. Slogan of the day was - Equal and Accessible Orissa
And inclusive Education. In busy street corners stalls were set up to distribute awareness
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material on disability law, act, inclusive education, access for all etc, Students from various
colleges participated in a cycle rally organized by Swabhiman. The rally traveled across
almost 15kmsinthe city byimparting messages through slogan, posters and banner display.
Street plays were held with the help of young students to highlight the issues of a disabled
person which gotimmense appreciation from public.
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INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

Ford Foundation International Fellowship Program- 2008

100 colleges in and around Orissa and all members of Orissa State Disability Network were
sent application forms for “Ford Foundation International Fellowship Program- 2008". The
Ford Foundation International Fellowships Program provides opportunities for advanced
study to individuals who will use this education to become leaders in their respective fields.
To ensure that fellows are drawn from diverse backgrounds, IFP actively seeks candidates
from social groups and communities that lack systematic access to higher education, and
supports them through local partner organizations in 22 countries. Dr. Sruti Mohapatra was
onthe panel of IFP for selection of candidates.

UNCRPD

All members of Orissa State Disability Network were sent information on UNCRPD. The first
session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities took place in New York on 31 October and 3 November 2008. The Conference held
an interactive panel discussion entitled "The Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities as a human rights instrument and a tool for achieving the Millennium
Development Goals" and elected twelve members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities.

UNCRPD

All government officials and collectors were informed about UNCRPD that with Ecuador's
ratification of the UNCRPD on 3" April, the 20" Ratification (as required by UN) paved the way
for aninternationalinstrument to come into force. After 30 days, i.e. on 3" May, the Convention
came into force, Once again it is a huge victory for the disability movement and all its well
wishers. (History — The Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly in December
2006 and opened for signature on 30" March 2007. It was on 29" March 2007 that the Union
Cabinet gave its approval for ratifying UNCRPD. Then the President of India signed the
UNCRPD and finally on 1% October 2007 India's External Affairs Minister ratified the
Convention.)

NOKIAAIDS HEARING-IMPAIRED MOBILE USERS

Nokia has announced the Nokia Wireless Loopset, an accessory designed specifically for
improved mobile communications for people with hearing aids. With a T-coil equipped
hearing aid or cochlear implant, this practical device can help hearing aid users enjoy
premium audio quality and hands—free operation of their mobile devices and other
compatible audio devices. The Loopset is expected to start shipping worldwide in the by
March-April 2009, with an estimated price of less than 200 Euros, before applicable taxes or
subsidies.
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SPECIAL PROJECT - INCLUSIVE
EDUCATION - ANJAL

The main objective of PROJECT ANJALI is 'TO RESTORE FUNFILLED CHILDHOOD AND TO
CREATE BRIDGES FOR AN INCLUSIVE SOCIETY.'Anjali emphasizes:

» Bag-lessschoolingin pre and primary school
» Qutdoor Classes

« Interactive rather than black-board teaching
« Newmediums of learning
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ANJALI aims at the holistic development of artistic skills and using this as a medium of
learning in elementary schools, Anjali has successfully taught history through theatre, local
culture through dances, literature through puppetry, importance of inclusion through music
and science through outdoor trips. Another thrust area is to 'bridge gaps'- especially between
the rural and urban children, disabled and the non-disabled children, poor and rich children,
etc and thus create an inclusive world. Sharing stories of challenges faced and successes
achieved by special children as also other children in challenging situations helps blossom
relationships where differences become pillars for inclusion. Anjali addresses 'Joyful
Learning', 'Children'and is the ONLY national children festivalin India. Inthe seven years of its
journey it has reached 5700 children and helped many disabled students to successfully
complete courses, obtain jobs and thus get opportunities. Children from 14 states have
participatedinit.

(Report of 2008 Attached)
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WORKSHOP

Our organization participated in a meeting organized by Women task force about the Right To
Information Act. On behalf of Swabhiman legal cell effectively raised the issues like Persons
with disabilities being deprived of a forum for grievance redressal and the need of
Commissioner for the Persons with disabilities which can provide better service and right

information.
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A/98, Budha Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751006
Tel: 0674-2313313, 0923896667 (0)

Fax: 0674-2311957 / 2311964

Emaill : swabhiman.bhubaneswar@gmail.com




